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Cracks in the Crate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NGO’s vital input  
Eyes on Animals’ efforts with authorities and industry to improve  

animal-welfare during transport and related activities 
 
 



…inspects, trains and advises all parties that 
have a duty-of-care towards farm animal 
welfare. 
 
 
Field work in Europe and third countries where 
animals are exported to. 
 
 
 

Eyes on Animals… 
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Eyes on Animals/Animal Welfare 

Foundation 



Our aim: to reduce suffering of farm animals 
 
Our tools: 1. enforcement of EU      
       animal-welfare legislation  
 
   2. Good-will of industry 



1. Enforcement of EU animal-welfare 
legislation EC 1/2005  

 
 
• Road police - trainings 

• Official veterinarians – sharing information 

 

Tools 



 farm………..3000 + km! 

< vet 

insp. 24 

hours 



EonA offers trainings to police in BE, HU and BG 



• Meetings/Open dialogue 

• Presentations 

• Send reports 

 



Advantages of NGO’s that Competent 
Authorities can benefit from:  
 
- Unannounced 
- Can cross borders 
- Non-bureaucratic 



Example of NGO positive results with 
Competent Authorities 
 
- Export of live animals from EU to Turkey 
 
 false info on papers, recycled ear tags, no 
resting stops, no extra feed or bedding, 
scarce bedding 













In theory EC 1/2005 is good 

In practice…it can be a different picture! 

 

Different or wrong interpretation and loopholes 
 
Some examples: 
 

• Training of drivers 

• Access to animals during transport 

 



2. Good-will of industry to fill in loopholes 
and interpret legislation in favour of animals 
 

 
Vital role of NGO’s: we can encourage more! 



Different Interpretation: TRAINING for 
employees 
 

No person shall drive, or act as an attendant on a 
road 
vehicle transporting animals unless he 
holds a certificate of competence  (Article 6) 

 
 
Training courses and certificate of competence 

1. Training courses shall be available for personnel of 
transporters (Article 17) 





Extra training for livestock drivers:  
Welfare Workshops 

 
Eyes on Animals and Herman Klompjan 





Loophole: And what about catchers of small 
animals?  
 
No certificate of competence for them! 



Need for training of chicken catchers 



Training of chicken catchers 



 
 
ENGLISH:  
 

This past February we held a training in 
animal welfare for our chicken-catchers….we 
also are in regular contact with the NVWA 
(Dutch officials) about how we can improve 
further… Van der Veen catching company 





Access to animals during transport 
 
Improve design of livestock trucks together with  
competent authorities, transport companies and  
livestock truck manufacturers 
 
 
Regular meetings between all parties and inspections  
of new designs  



  Adequate access? 



EC 1/2005 Annex 1, Ch II, 4:  

When animals fall ill or are injured during transportation, 

they shall be separated from the others and receive 

first-aid treatment as soon as possible. They shall be 

given appropriate veterinary treatment and if necessary 

undergo emergency slaughter or killing in a way 

which does not cause them any unnecessary suffering. 



Access doors to give  
first-aid to large animals.. 



…and adequate water and 
feed per animal. 





    Cuppers, NL 





    May 14, 2013 – The Netherlands 





    May 10, 2014 – new CRATE in test phase! 



Dutch authorities: 
 
“The design of the poultry crates and the training 
of catchers are now important themes that we too 
are in talks with industry about” 
 
“In regards to adequate access, we are in the 
midst of developing agreed international 
standards with the other Member States” 



Thank you 


