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The evolution of official veterinary 
controls on animal welfare during 

transport: major strengthsand future 
expected improvements 

Manlio Palei  

http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/
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Nel 1993 ho iniziato a lavorare al B.I.P.di Prosecco 
quando era da poco avvenuto il passaggio tra il 
trasporto animale su treno e quello su camion. Un 
centinaio di camion al giorno entravano in EU dai 
paesi dell’est, portando bovini, vitelli da latte, 
ovicaprini e agnelli, suini, cavalli cani e gatti. Gli 
animali erano considerati una cosa commerciale e 
come tale trasportata e la situazione era questa. 
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In 1993, when I started working at the BIP in Prosecco,  the 
transition from rail to truck animal transport had just 
occurred.  
 
About one hundred trucks per day carrying out cattle, dairy 
calves, sheep and goats, lambs, pigs, horses, dogs and cats 
entered the EU from Eastern Countries.  
 
The animals were merely considered commodities and 
transported in the following way: 



Consumers,  
Health And Food  
Executive Agency 

2 

 



Consumers,  
Health And Food  
Executive Agency 

3 



Consumers,  
Health And Food  
Executive Agency 

4 

Nel 1993 ho iniziato a lavorare al B.I.P.di Prosecco 
quando era da poco avvenuto il passaggio tra il 
trasporto animale su treno e quello su camion. Un 
centinaio di camion al giorno entravano in EU dai 
paesi dell’est, portando bovini, vitelli da latte, 
ovicaprini e agnelli, suini, cavalli cani e gatti. Gli 
animali erano considerati una cosa commerciale e 
come tale trasportata e la situazione era questa. 

Nel 1993 ho iniziato a lavorare al B.I.P.di Prosecco quando 
era da poco avvenuto il passaggio tra il trasporto animale su 
treno e quello su camion. Un centinaio di camion al giorno 
entravano in EU dai paesi dell’est, portando bovini, vitelli da 
latte, ovicaprini e agnelli, suini, cavalli cani e gatti. Gli 
animali erano considerati una cosa commerciale e come tale 
trasportata e la situazione era questa. 

Tied animals 
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At the checks, we found overcrowding, injured and tied 
animals. Mortality was high, trucks were not appropriate 
and there was no concern for animal welfare.  

 

Over the years, with the application of Legislative Decrees 
532 and 388, payment of fees, awareness campaigns, 
information and training to transporters and drivers, the 
situation has definitely improved.  
 
With the entry into force of the EC Reg.1/2005 there has 
been a significant improvement of the transport conditions 
and the mortality during transport is now near to zero. 
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The most frequent infringements concern accompanying documents,  
in particular non-compliance of the journey log (absent, incomplete, 

irregular)  
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The irregularities of 
vehicles concerned more 
the absence of devices 

required by the previous 
legislation (partitions, 
bedding, lighting, plant 
watering) than by the 

Regulation (EC) N. 
1/2005 (thermometers, 

satellite navigation 
system) 
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The excessive load density and the non-respect of resting periods are the most 
frequent infringements concerning animal welfare. 
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The general conditions of the animals transported have 
definitely improved. 

 

Checks carried out in 2009 found incorrect completion of 
travel documents, overcrowding and  

no respect of journey times.  
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WHAT TO DO IN THE FUTURE  
 
- high level road checks 
- training  
- checks for journey times and resting periods 
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