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This presentation has been produced under the contract n. 2012 96 04 

with the Executive Agency for Health and Consumers (EAHC). The 

content of it is the sole responsibility of Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale 

dell’Abruzzo e del Molise “G. Caporale”, Teramo and can in no way be 

taken to reflect the views of the Executive Agency for Health and 

Consumers or any other body of the European Union. The Executive 

Agency for Health and Consumers or any other body of the European 

Union will not be responsible under any circumstances for the contents of 

communication items prepared by the contractor. 

Training course on “Animal Welfare during transport” 
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Outline 
• Official controls 
 

• Legalisation+ Publicity 
 

• Guidance 
 

• Infrastructure    
–Welfare in Transport (WIT) team 
–( Local Authorities- Instructions)  
–IT  systems  TRACES,AMLS, CTS,AMES 
– Training and certification Bodies 
–Vehicle inspection Bodies 
–BIPS, Control posts, Roadside checks 

 

• Audit 
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System of official controls 
Regulation EC/882/2004/EU 

Is there a system in place? 
 

 if yes 
 

Could it work to achieve its goals? 
 

 if yes 
 

Does it work? 
 

Implementation 
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Summary of the organisation of 
 Official Controls 

•Efficient CA at all levels 

•Legislation 

•Training 

•Documented procedures 

•Planning and implementation of checks  
•Reporting 

•Verification (supervision) 

•Audits 

•Actions in case of non-compliance 

•Sanctions 
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Competent authorities Regulation 
(EC) No 1/2005 responsibilities: 

by delivering transporters authorisations; 

by delivering certificate of competence of drivers; 

by delivering the vehicles authorisations for long 
journeys; 

by checking journey logs in case of long journeys; 

by checking transports arriving or leaving the 
territory of the EU; 

by checking animals arriving in assembly centres 
and slaughterhouses; 
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Competent authorities Regulation 
(EC) No 1/2005  responsibilities: 

 

by checking regularly control posts where animals 
are rested; 

by checking transports of animals on road; 

by checking the fitness of animals before 
departure (before issuing the veterinary 
certificate). 
 

They must use the TRACES system to advise 
recipient States of journeys and also closely 
collaborate in checks by offering mutual assistance 
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UK Approach to improving welfare by 
strengthening veterinary checks 

•Not just about inspection & enforcement 

•Behaviour change requires much more 

•Animal welfare delivery strategy 

•Robust system of training and instructions and IT to support 

enforcement E.g. 

–Animal movement Licensing system AMLS 

–Cattle tracing systems CLS 

–Animal health and welfare Management Enforcement 
  System AMES 

•Research to support policy & enforcement  
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Welfare delivery strategy for Great 
Britain  

October 2007 

 

All those who are responsible for animals must ensure 
good standards of welfare for them and, those who have 
contact with, or benefit from, animals must pay due regard to 
their welfare. 
 
 

 EU strategy 2012-2016 
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Goal 1 - Those who care for or have contact with animals 
have the necessary skills and knowledge to ensure appropriate 
standards of animal welfare. 

Goal 2 - Animal welfare policy is based on sound 
scientific research, practical experience and other relevant 
evidence. 

Goal 3 - Economic markets function effectively and 
transparently allowing customers to make informed choices based 
on animal welfare standards. 
 

Animal welfare delivery strategy for 
Great Britain 
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Animal welfare delivery strategy for 
Great Britain  
 
 

Goal 4 - Compliance with welfare rules, underpinned by 
efficient and effective enforcement, using risk-based 

assessments which avoid placing unnecessary burdens on 
animal keepers.  

Goal 5 - Globally accepted animal welfare standards are 
embedded in international legislation and agreements and, are 
enforced to the same standards. 
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The Defra delivery network  for animal welfare 

The Management Board

Activities

Project 
Exec/Mgr

Ministers

SRO

Programme Manager

SRO

Project 
Exe/Mgr

SRO

Project 
Exec/Mgr

Project 
Exec/Mgr

Programme Director

Project 
Exec/Mgr

Project 
Exec/Mgr

Programme Manager

Project 
Exec/Mgr

Project 
Exec/Mgr

Head of Ongoing Function

Team 
Leader

or SROSRO or

 
•Animal Health 

 
•FERA 

•Centre for 

Environment, 

Fisheries and 

Aquaculture science 

•Marine and 

Fisheries Agency 

•Rural Payments 

Agency 

•Veterinary 

Laboratory 

Agency 

•Veterinary 

Medicines 

Directorate 

•Advisory 

NDPBs 

•Other 

Executive 

NDPBs 

 
•Levy Boards 

•Environment 

Agency 

•Natural 

England 

 
•Kew 

•Marine 

Management 

Organisation 

•British 

Waterways 

 
•Covent Garden 

Market Authority 

•Waste and 

resources action 

programme 

•National Parks 

Authority 

•Forestry 

Commission 

•Others (including 

Local Authorities 

and Third 

Sectors) 

•Executive 

Agencies 

•Non-Departmental 

Public Bodies 

•Public Organisations •Others 

• Animal Health 

•VLA 

•FAWC 

Local 

Authorities 

NGOS 
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Control and verification procedures  
 
 

Documented procedures 
 

–Instructions (i.e. for provisions which are not clear, 
etc.) 
–Guidance (establishing procedures) 
–Check lists  
–Etc…. 
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•13 
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•14 
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•EUROGROUP FOR 
ANIMALS 

•UECBV (European 
Livestock and Meat Trading 
Union) 

•ANIMALS’ ANGELS 

•ELT (European Livestock 
Transporters) 

•FVE (Federation of 
Veterinarians of Europe) 

•IRU (International Road 
Transport Union) 
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Reg. 882/2004 – Official controls -  
   organisation and planning 

 

Should be carried out: 
 

• Regularly 

• On risk basis- (noting specific legislation regarding 

pigs hens, broilers and calves on farm)  

• With appropriate frequency 

 



Consumers,  
Health And Food  
Executive Agency 

18 



Consumers,  
Health And Food  
Executive Agency 

19 

Animal angels view  
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UK Enforcement notices  

Where an inspector considers that animals being transported, 
do not meet the required standards, ....Serve a Statutory 
Notice served on the person in charge of the animals  to 
require the animals  to be held in suitable.. accommodation 
with appropriate care until the problem is solved.  
 

There are two Notices  

WIT8 for infringements concerning the animal’s welfare 
and  

WIT9 for non-compliant means of transport and 
containers.  
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Enforcement policy In Great Britain 

Repeat or serious infringements in Great Britain of the 
relevant welfare in transport legislation may lead to VLAAH 
taking Regulatory Action against the responsible transporters 
or organisers, whether they be GB or non GB transporters. 
 

A copy of the enforcement policy document is available for 
download from the Defra website at  
 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/farmanimal/welfare/transp
ort/index.htm  
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A summary of the provisions covered 
by the  enforcement policy 

 

Records of infringements by transporters - monitored by the 
Welfare in Transport (WIT) team; 
  
statutory notices issued in more serious infringements 

where welfare is or may be compromised during a journey and 
written warnings for less serious infringements;  
 

transporters accruing a conviction, Home Office Simple 
Caution or three Statutory Notices or written warnings 
within a rolling two year period will be warned that 
future infringements may lead to regulatory action;  
 

continued infringements may lead to proportionate regulatory 
action by AHVLA;  
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•NOTICE  WIT 8 
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•NOTICE  WIT 9 
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Reg. 882/2004 – Official controls (OCs)- 
    planning 

OCs should be able to achieve the objectives of Reg. 
882/2004 and other relevant AW rules, taking account 
of:  
 

•Identified risks that may influence…Animal Welfare 
 

•FBOs’ past records as regards compliance 
 

•Reliability of own checks 
 

•Any information that might indicate non-compliance - 
INTELLIGENCE 
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Risk assessment 
 

Systems analysis 

Which journeys 
pose maximum 
risk to animals? 

Which 
transporters, 
drivers, attendants 
pose maximum 
risk to animals? 

Which routes pose 
maximum risk to 
animals? 

Which vehicles 
pose maximum 
risk to animals? 
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Checks RISK BASED Science and Practical Experience 

  
 

•SHORT 

JOURNEY 

•LONG 

JOURNEY 
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Regulation 882/2004 

Official controls planning 

OC should be carried out using appropriate 
techniques developed for that purpose, including: 
 

routine surveillance checks 
 

Markets and abattoirs and ports 
 

more intensive controls such as inspections, verifications, 
audits… 
 

E.G. Supervised loadings, Multi-agency roadside checks 
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Official controls (OC) - Training 

 

Staff performing OC shall (CA to ensure) 
 

Receive appropriate training 
Keep up to date in their area of competence and receive 
regular additional training as necessary 
 
 

The correct implementation of those techniques requires 
appropriate training of the staff performing official controls. 
Training is also required in order to ensure that the 
competent authorities take decisions in a uniform way 
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UK Training Official Veterians and 
technical staff 
OVS should have competence in transport equal/ better than 
transporters and drivers with respect to provisions of Regulation 
 

Training in Regulations, controls, checking procedures and 
enforcement 
 

Also update veterinary skills re fitness to travel, forensic 
pathology, and competency in vehicle stanadards and 
transporter /  drivers/attendant 
 

Specialist staff for sea and air transport checks 
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Effect of Driver Behaviour on the  
Behaviour of Sheep In Transit 
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Driver/attendant Training DVDs 

1.“Driver behaviour” University of Edinburgh / Defra 
2.“The road ahead” Humane slaughter Association 
3.“Be legal” by animal- I  
 

available miram@animal-i.com  
 

1."Getting it right first time- killing for disease control” – 
Defra  
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GB Welfare in transport team 

Manage all instructions and data systems to support 
competency certification ,vehicle approvals transporter 
authorisations etc. 
 

Approve all new journey plans 
 

Collate data on journeys from AMLS,CTS 
 

Collate data from AMES – prosecutions 
 

Withdraw transporter authorisations etc. 
 

Audit 
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Welfare in Transport  
Flow of Journey data 
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Welfare in Transport  
Flow of Journey data 



Consumers,  
Health And Food  
Executive Agency 

36 

 

Keeps a running record of transport infringements and 
automatically flags up transporters reaching threshold for 
Regulatory Action  (Three infringements) 
 

Records compliance  checks/infringements/action for other 
welfare inspections (e.g. on farm) 
  
Which together with details of transport checks allows 
consideration of suitability of transporters to be authorised  

Animal Health and Welfare 
Management and Enforcement 
System (AMES)  
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Commission Decision 2013/188/EU  

COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING DECISION of 18 April 2013  
on annual reports on non-discriminatory inspections carried out pursuant to Council Regulation (EC) No 1/2005 
on the protection of animals during transport and related operations and amending Directives 64/432/EEC and 
93/119/EC and Regulation (EC) No 1255/97  
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COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING 
DECISION  
 2013/188/EU  

 

on annual reports on non-discriminatory inspections ..to 
Council Regulation (EC) No 1/2005 …..... Directives 
64/432/EEC and 93/119/EC and Regulation (EC) No 
1255/97 

Annex 1 Model form 

Table 1 Number of inspections/Number of animals 

Table 2 Non compliances 

Table 3 Actions taken 
 

Analysis of deficiencies ACTION PLAN to address deficiencies 
 

Annex II Explanatory Notes 
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Risk assessment MAJOR RISKS Heat 
Stress 

WELFA 
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Quality of journey  Vehicle  ventilation - Contingency planning GB  
Hot and cold weather warning letter 
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Research and enforcement 
For example, if animals are being transported on long journeys in 
temperatures over 30°C then, at present that is an enforcement 
issue. 
If, however, the industry believes that the current limits are 

incorrect, then that IS a potential area for research. .  
 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/welfare/transport/docs/study
_temp_animal_transport_en.pdf 
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FAWC  report  on Gatherings 2005  
The Market Strategy Document issued by MAFF in 1998 
recommended that  markets should appoint an Animal Welfare 
Officer (AWO) to “deal with complaints and actively ensure 
that proper practices are followed”. 

http://www.awtraining.com/AWT/Welfare_Officer.html 

Assurance schemes- 
Animal welfare officers 

Animal welfare officers 
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UK Approach to improving welfare by 
strengthening veterinary checks 

Not just about inspection enforcement 
 

Behaviour change requires much more 
 

Animal welfare delivery strategy 
 

Assurance schemes- Animal welfare officers 
 

Robust system of instructions and IT to support enforcement 
 

Research to support policy and enforcement  
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BTSF 
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Phone: +39 0861 332673 
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